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The
DIGGING 
DEEPER
Guides
Developed in 2015, the Digging Deeper 
Guides support LEAs/districts during root 
cause and professional learning to pinpoint 
opportunities and identify action steps. With 
five focus areas, the guides offer content-
specific guiding questions across the areas 
of Curriculum, Instruction, Assessment, 
and Organization, and can fuel effective 
professional learning and expand teachers’ 
repertoire of effective practices!

From data patterns
   to actionable root causes

Content Area Guides:  
ELA, Math, Science

History of Achievement

Content-specific 
questions at the:

 9 System level 
(District/School)

 9 Teacher level 
(School/Classroom)

 9 Alignment to the PA Essential Practices 
for all school-level questions

 9 Mapping to the Observation and Practice Framework 
for all teacher-level questions

Organized in 
grade bands of:

 9 K-2

 9 3-5

 9 6-8

 9 Keystone

Download now at education.pa.gov/pvaas 
        >  Using PVAAS  >  Root Cause & Digging Deeper
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Jump-start your root-cause analysis and professional 
learning with structured questions like:

More from the Digging Deeper Series:

Resource Guide 
(PDF)
Ideas for effectively 
using the Digging 
Deeper Guides to 
inform your professional 
learning opportunities 
and to support both new 
and veteran teachers 
and staff

VIDEO Root Cause: 
Variables Within the 
Control of Educators
Methods to support data 
teams in expanding their 
knowledge of factors that 
contribute to student 
growth and achievement, 
and variables within their 
control
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